MANDARIN FOR SOCIAL LIFE

Making Friends

From a friendly to swapping WeChat. Low-pressure

openers, real questions, and the art of

LESSON 1 OF 6




01 Introducing Yourself B/

A warm, simple self-intro beats a perfect one. Lead with your name, where you're from, and a
touch of why you're here. People light up when a foreigner tries Mandarin — that effort is half
the charm.

Core self-intro lines /143

ﬁ[]l_l 500 wo jigo... My name is... Just add your name — works for
everyone

| FF wo 1 I jiao am called

REHEEA w6 shi yinggué rén I'm British meigud = American, aozhou =
Australian

| Fwol =2 shiam EE yingguo Britain A rén person

BEMINRIR hén gaoxing rénshi ni Nice to meet you The standard friendly greeting

| 1B hen very =3 gaoxing glad 1NIR renshi to meet  {IR ni you

REZFHX WO zai xué zhéngweén I'm learning Instantly endearing — invites help
Chinese

| B wol TE zai (in progress) 2 xué learn X zhongwén Chinese

BRPXAKIF  wd dezhdongweén b tai My Chinese isn't Humble & charming — people warm up
hao great

| F; wo | B de (possessive) PR zhongwén Chinese ANA bu tai notvery ¥F hdo good

{RIUAAZF? ni jiao shénme mingzi? What's your name?  Turn it back to them right away

| R ni you Y jiao are called 2 shénme what %? mingzi name

{REMWE N? ni shi nali rén? Where are you Great follow-up — everyone has a home

from? 101G

| {R niyou 72 shiare WBE nali where A rén person



YOU

R4FFHIUG 5, REXINRIR]

ni hdo, wd jiao make. hén gaoxing renshi ni!
Hi, I'm Mark. Nice to meet you!

HER
{RIFURBI R SRR
ni hao! ni de zhongweén hén hdo a.

Hi! Your Chinese is really good.

You

MREMPE AP RIUFARF?

ndali ndll, wé zai xué zhongweén. ni jiao shénme mingzi?
Oh, not at all — I'm still learning. What's your name?

HER
ﬁﬂl—[/]\ NS
WO jiao xidoydu.

I'm Xiaoyu.

CULTURAL NOTE -

When complimented, a humble deflection like

(nali nali, "where, where" = "oh, not really") is

classically polite. You don't have to use it, but recognizing it — and smiling — shows cultural fluency.



02 Low-Pressure Openers i&ig

The best openers are situational and light — a small observation, a tiny ask for help, a

shared moment. No script, just an easy door for the other person to walk through.

CHINESE PINYIN (TONES) ENGLISH NOTE

AFEE A ja—TM8? bu hdoyisi, kéyl Excuse me, can | ask Universal soft opener
wen yixia ma? something?

| REFER bu hdoyisi excuse me  BJ LA kéyi may/can ia) wen ask —F yixia alittte M5 ma (question)

XEHFTAHFBEN? zheli you shénme What's good to drink At a bar/café — invites a
hdo hé de? here? recommendation

| XEB zheli here B you have 2\ shénme what 4G hdo he good to drink 1 de (particle)

R X ) LIg? ni' yé chang Iai Do you come here often Light and friendly, not a

zher ma? too? pickup line

| IR ni you 1 ye also (=S chang often 3 1ai come X)L zher here 15 ma (question)

XN ERE zhége difang This place is really nice A shared observation to

zhén bucuo open with

| XA zhége this #5 difang place E zhen really A8 bucuo not bad / nice

RN BREEFE ni' de bao hén Your bag is really nice Genuine, specific

haokan compliment on a choice

| R ni you B de (possessive) & bao bag 1R hen very Y& hdokan good-looking

KNIk REHEEFEE? wd gang lai, ni I'm new here, any Asking for help is warm &

. . . low-stakes
you tuijian ma? recommendations?

oo NI gang just K /g arrived R ni you = you have HEF tuijian recommendation

Mg ma (question)

TIP — OBSERVATION, NOT INTERROGATION

Open with something you both can see (the place, the music, what they're holding) rather than firing
questions. A shared moment feels natural; a quiz feels like pressure. Then let the conversation breathe.



03 Questions, Reactions & Topics Eix

Conversation is a rally: ask, listen, react, share something of your own. Pair these questions

with the backchannel sounds from Lesson 0 and you'll keep things flowing easily.

Get-to-know-you questions (a7

oHiNEsE PINVIN (TONES)  ENGLISH

RISt A TITAE? ni zu6 shénme What do you do for work? Common & expected

gongzud? early on

| R ni you f zuo do  {t2 shénme what TA1E gongzuo work

{RERMZEWRME 2?7  nipingshi xihuan zuo What do you like to do? Opens up hobbies &

shénme? passions

| R ni you R pingshi usually EM xihuan like 8 zuo do  f+2 shénme what

IREWRAFASRK? ni xihuan shénme What music do you like? Easy shared ground
yinyue?

| IR ni you EXR xihuan like {2 shénme what BIR yinyué music

B RIR—AETIHR? zhéumod ni yiban gan What do you usually do on Casual, hints at making

ma? weekends? plans

| B zhoumo weekend 1R ni you —R% yiban usually Tk gan ma do what

{RET Lt /5 7? ni QU guo néxié Where have you traveled? Travel stories build

difang? connection fast

| R ni you * qu go o guo (experienced) WBLE naxie which 75 difang places

Warm reactions [o]i;

CHINESE PINYIN (TONES) ENGLISH NOTE
KBESZET! taiyduyisile! That's so interesting! Show genuine curiosity

| X tai so/too BRERE youyisi interesting T e (particle)



CHINESE PINYIN (TONES) ENGLISH
EERFE! wa, zhén lihail Wow, that's impressive!

| E wa wow E zhén really [BE lihai impressive
Kt 2! wo yé shil Me too!
| F w1 yé also & shi am

FR¥EE XM yuanlai shi Ah, | see / so that's how it
zheyang is

RS yuanlai so/itturnsout &E shi is XH zheyang this way
[P S / — S
EI1R& women hén xiang We're so alike

| A women we 1R hen very & xiang alike

CULTURAL NOTE — SAFE VS SENSITIVE TOPICS

NOTE

= skilled/awesome — a real
compliment

Find common ground out loud

Shows you were really listening

Gentle way to build rapport

Food, travel, hobbies, hometowns, and movies are friendly, easy ground. Politics is best avoided with new
acquaintances. Asking about salary or age can be normal among friends but feels forward from a stranger

— let them raise it first.



04 Getting Contact — WeChat #fs

In China, WeChat ( , Weixin) is everything — chat, payments, social feed, life. Asking to
add WeChat is the natural, low-pressure way to stay in touch. It's the equivalent of "let's

swap numbers," but softer.

CHINESE PINYIN (TONES) ENGLISH NOTE

NS IE? jia ge wéixin ba? Let's add WeChat? The classic, casual ask

| hn jia add ™ ge (measure word) #45 weixin WeChat B pa (suggestion)

H—TER 41 sdo yixia wo de Scan my QR code = QR code — how you

erwéima add each other

| HH sdo scan — T yixia a little ; wo my B de (possessive) TR erwéima QR code
EIMRFEL R wdmen béochi lidnxi Let's keep in touch Warm and open-ended

| A women we {R¥F baochr keep EXZ lidnxi contact

BIRAEZARINFK?  wojia ni héishi ni jia Should | add you or you  Playful, lets her choose
wo? add me?

| F wo | H0jia add 1R niyou 3RS hdishi or R niyou 1N jiza add F wo me
R ITAR AR BN ? ni yé wan Do you use Moments = WeChat's social feed
péngyduquan ma? too?

| R ni you t yé also It wan use/play B péngyouquan Moments 5 ma (question)



YOU

IRIFREIRIBRF Do INNMRUSIE?

gén ni liaotian hén kaixin. jia ge wéixin ba?

I've really enjoyed talking with you. Want to add WeChat?

HER
el N
hdo a, wo sdo ni.
Sure, I'll scan you.

YOU
W IX BRI 4G,
hdo, zhe shi wo de erwéima.

Great, here's my QR code.

A good first message F—&EE

Reference something specific from your conversation so it doesn't feel generic. Keep it short, warm, and
easy to reply to.

CHINESE PINYIN (TONES) ENGLISH NOTE

EEREL=ISKIMEBERFD @  hai wo shimake! Hi, it's Mark! Really Lead with your name
jintian lido de hén enjoyed chatting +awarm callback
kaixin today

B§ haihi B wo | 2 shiam D358 make Mark <K jintian today Il lido chat 3 de (particle)

1R hen very FFils kaixin happy

{RIZRABRMNMEESE I+ 2K E? ni' shud de na jia What was that café A natural reason to
kaféidian jiao you mentioned continue — and a
. . future plan
shénme laizhe? called?

{R ni you 1 shuo said BY de (particle) FB na that 2K jia (measure word) MNEESE kafsidian café

Ay Jjiao is called 2 shénme what EF ldizhe (again?)

Xk —ieEiRiR? gditian yiqi qu Want to check it out Light, no-pressure

shishi? together sometime? ~ "VItation

| BYEN gaitian some other day —iC yigi together * qu go I shishi try it out



TIP — SEND IT THE SAME DAY

A short message a few hours after you meet keeps the warmth alive and shows you were genuinely glad to
connect. Don't overthink it — one friendly line with a small hook beats a paragraph.



# Cutesy disarmers BIEZH—aiE

These are golden. Self-aware, humbile, a little silly — they melt a stranger's guard, earn a

laugh, and quietly invite them to help and teach you. An endearing foreigner who tries beats

one who's slick. Deploy them when you fumble, when there's a pause, or just to be charming.

PINYIN WHEN TO
CHINESE ENGLISH
(TONES) DROP IT
BHPSOA TS R~ wo de "My Chinese When you
zhéngwén hai is still a work stumble mid-
AP . sentence; play
zai ndli zhong~ in progress~" it light

; wo my 1 de (possessive) 2258 zhongweén Chinese & héi still  FE zai (in progress) BN nali trying hard

=) zhong (ongoing)

TFER, BRBPXKRET, KB bi hédoyisi, wo "Sorry, my After a real
zhongwén tai Chinese is so fumble — laugh
. - . at yourself,
lan le, haha bad, haha don't apologise
for real.
RFER b hdoyisi sorry H wo my R zhongwén Chinese X tai too K& lan terrible T e (particle)
W&ME haha haha
IEIF— S, BEREZE~ dui wo hdo "Be nice to Flirty — say it
yidian ma, wo me~ I'm still to.her i &
o . grin and a small
hai zai xué ne~ learning shrug.
X dui toftoward E wo me  ¥F hdo nice —Ra yidian abit WK ma (coaxing) F wo | IR hadi still
£ zai (in progress) £ xué learning e ne (particle)
Kt SEX1E? wo shud de dui  "Did | say that Invites a
ma? right?" correction and
) ’ pulls them in to
teach you.
| FE wol I shuo say 8 de (particle) X dui correct 15 ma (question)
HER— N SCIREIE? jido wé yi ge "Teach me a Turns any
zhongwén cf Chinese pause into a
mini lesson and
ba? word?"

a bond.

| H jiao teach E ws me —N ylge one 3 zhongwén Chinese 18 of word ME ba (suggestion)



CHINESE

PINYIN
(TONES)

ENGLISH

WHEN TO
DROP IT

AILLORIE—RIB? FiEh~

B4 keéyi can

Wi /a (soft particle)

- B a
1% shuo speak 18 man slow

RIZREEP XL 7, B[e

F owo ESE pijiv beer

Q bian become

W& hé drink X didn alittle

¥¥ hdo good I le (particle)

XAERLE T —ERE !

X zhe this ‘A ju (measure word) 1& hua sentence

—E&X yizhéng tian awhole day M o (particle)

HLHE—ARERMWAS AR |

E4¢ jiao teach B wome —H yiji one phrase =

& hui would 1 shué say B de (particle)

EPNFRCEABL?

XN zhege this R zhongwén Chinese

— 3 yidian a bit

H wo |

15 hua words

E 4 zénme how

kéyi shué man
yidian ma?

baituo la~

wo hé didn
pijiti zhongwén
jit bian héo le,
haha

2254 zhongwén Chinese

M55 haha haha

zheé ju hua wo
lian le yi zhéng

tian o!

jiao wo yi ju
zhiyou béndi
rén cai hui
shuo de hua

yal

zhége
zhongweén

zénme shuo?

I ma (question)

2 Jian practised

% ya (particle)

18 shuo say

"Can you
speak slowly
for me,

please~"

"My Chinese
gets better
after a beer,
lol"

"I practised
this one line all

day!"

"Teach me
something
only locals
say!"

zhiyou only AN béndi rén locals

"What's this
called in
Chinese?"

Ft jio then

When they
rattle off too
fast; the
keeps it cute.

B paituo please

At a bar or
dinner —
instant laugh,
instant warmth.

Drop right after
nailing a
sentence —
adorable
honesty.

T le (particle)

Flatters them
as the expert;
you'll get great
slang.

7 céi only then

Point at
anything —
food, a sign, a
drink —
endless
openers.



PINYIN WHEN TO

CHINESE ENGLISH
(TONES) DROP IT

RAEXIERSIRMIE, (RESRRE, 1818  wozongwen  “Tellmeifmy  Lowersthe

ting qilai giguai  Chinese stakes and

L . gives them
de hua, ni yao sounds weird, oo
gaosu wo o, haha" coach you.
haha

H wo my 525 zhongwén Chinese Iy SIS ting qilai sounds AR qiguai weird A& de hua it R ni you

= yao should EHiR gaosu tell Fwome Bo (particle) W&UE haha haha

* BERXHEA T EEIRIRE AL AR wo xué I'mlearning  Smooth — use
zhoéngwén Chinese just once, sincerely,
. looking her in
jiushi weile to talk to the eye.
néng gén ni people like

zhéyang de rén you"
liaotian
F wol = xuélearn FAIX zhongwén Chinese e jiushi precisely AT weile in order to
fe néng be able to IR gén with R nr you XHE zheyang such 1 de (possessive) A rén people

HiIX Jidotian chat

DELIVERY IS EVERYTHING

Say them with a smile and a shrug — never as a real apology — and let a little carry the lightness.
Zero neediness; the charm is the ease, and it turns a stranger into a teammate.

Mandarin for Social Life - Lesson 1 — Making Friends - Open light, listen well, swap WeChat with a smile.



