MANDARIN FOR SOCIAL LIFE

Flirting & Asking Out

Graded compliments, playful teasing, and the warm courage to
ask. Escalate — charm is reading the room, not

pushing it.

LESSON 2 OF 6




01 Graded Compliments =i

Compliments are a dial, not a switch. Start light and specific, watch how she responds, and

only warm up if she's warming up too. Specific beats generic — notice her, not just her

looks.

Light & warmer (read the response) HXAR

CHINESE PINYIN (TONES) ENGLISH
{RERFBTFE ni xiao qilai hén You have a lovely smile
héokan

NOTE

Light & genuine — a great first-level
compliment

| 1R ni you ERLF xiao gilai when you smile 1B hen very WE haokan good-looking

IREESE ni zhén ydu qizhi You have such a classy
vibe

| IR ni you H zhen really =) you have SR gizhi poise / aura
REERRE ni"hén yduyisi You're really interesting
{R niyou 1B henvery BER youyisi interestin
Y, Yy g

ni zhén ké'ai You're so cute

fRE A

i

| ﬁj_( ni you E zhen really Effé ké'ai cute

ol

fRIEE ni hén piaoliang You're beautiful

| IR ni you R hen very = piaoliang beautiful

IR{RE—#SIBEFIR  9en ni zai yiqi hen | feel really comfortable
shufu with you

= poise/aura — admired, not
just "pretty"

Compliments her mind — lands well

Warmer — playful and affectionate

Direct — save for when there's clear
warmth

Intimate without pressure — very
effective

| iR gén with IR ni you it zai yiqi together 1B hen very #FBR shafu comfortable

TIP — COMPLIMENT THE CHOICE, NOT JUST THE GIFT

rather than cheap.

"You have great taste in music" lands deeper than "you're hot." Noticing something she chose or did tells
her you're paying attention to the person, not just the surface. That's what makes flirting feel flattering



02 Playful Teasing & Build-Up # - mEkk

The fun part of Chinese flirting has its own words:  (liao, to flirt/charm) and (@imei, that
ambiguous "talking stage" before anything's official). Tease warmly, never meanly — the goal

is shared laughter and a little spark.

CHINESE PINYIN (TONES) ENGLISH NOTE
IREREEER? ni shi b shi zai lido Are you flirting with me? Playful accusation — flips the

wo? script charmingly

| R ni you == shibu shi are you (or not) & zai (in the act of) ¥ lizo flirt with I wo me

REXFEFRSYER  nizheyang wo hui Keep that up and I'll take ~ Flirty warning — light and

dangzhén de it seriously confident

| R ni you XAE zheyang like this B wol & huwill HE dangzhen take it seriously B de (particle)

TR E R jiti i zui tidopr You're such a Teasing = playful/naughty (in
troublemaker a cute way)

| R only/otall % niyou 3 zui most YR tidopi naughty / mischievous

EA DX EREERNG? wdmen zhé suan Is this... a thing between Names the spark with a smile

aimei ma? us?

| A women we X zhe this B suan countas BBRK aimei ambiguous romance 18 ma (question)

MIRT xidng ni le I've been thinking about Soft, warm — for when there's

700N
clear mutual interest
you

| 18 xiang miss / think of IR ni you [ le (particle)

IR{RINKX& EiE gén ni lidotian hui Talking to you is Flattering build-up that invites

shangyin addictive I EEL

| R gén with R ni you WX Jigotian chatting = hui will/can L8 shangyin become addictive



CULTURAL NOTE - , THE TALKING STAGE

describes the deliciously undefined phase before a relationship is official. Mainland dating often
moves with intention — many people are looking for something serious and are family-aware — so naming
feelings sooner (rather than endless ambiguity) is often welcomed. Taiwan tends to be a touch more
relaxed and casual.



03 Asking Out & The Confession £ - #H

Start with a small, specific outing — easy to say yes to. When real feelings build, China has a
lovely ritual: the (biaobai), an honest confession of how you feel, often paired with "will

you be my girlfriend?"

Asking her out A%

CHINESE PINYIN (TONES) ENGLISH NOTE
XEERBENE? zhé zhoumo you kong Are you free this weekend? Specific time = easy
ma? to answer

| X zhe this AR zhoumo weekend BE you kong have free time NS ma (question)

—EZIENMRIE? yiqi chi ge fan ba? Let's grab a meal? Low-key, classic first
date

| —iC yiqi together W chi eat 4 ge (measure word) IR fan meal NE pa (suggestion)

KRIBRBUNEE, /EFE?  wo ging ni hé kafe, Let me treat you to coffee — = your treat (a

zénmeyang? how about it? warm gesture)

| F wo | 15 ging treat {R ni you [& hée drink WIMHE kafei coffee [ EAFE zénmeyang how about it

RMEL T RRAR— wé xidng dud lidojié ni I'd like to get to know you Honest about your

yidién more intentions

| Fwo 8 xidng want % dué more T fi# lidojié understand / know R ni you — 0B yididan a bit

The confession — =B
B=EWR wo xihuan ni | like you The heart of any — simple &
sincere
| F wo 1 EXR xihuan like {IR ni you
AR XTI wo dui ni'ydu ganjué | have feelings for you A half-step before the full
confession

| F wo 1l Xt dui toward R ni you E=) you have BT ganjué feelings



'ﬁ&ﬁﬁ'ﬂﬁﬁﬂ?rﬂg? Zuo wo nﬁ,oe’ngyou hdo Will you be my The classic "make it official" line
ma? girlfriend?

| f zuo be /become I wo my TR niipéngyou girlfriend 15 hdo ma okay?

RAERIRE—HC wd xidng gén ni zai yiql | want to be with you = "together" = officially
dating

| Fwol A& xiang want iR gén with R ni you TE— zai yiqi together

EEINEW wo shi rénzhén de I'm serious about this Signals sincere, not casual, intent

| F wol 2 shiam INE rénzhén serious HY de (particle)

YOU

FRRRIRIR S TERIR,

wO xidng gén ni shud jian shi... wo xihuan ni.
There's something | want to tell you... | like you.

YOU
XS BIRFF Do IR AR R IFNS?
zhé duan shijian hén kaixin. zud wd niipéngyou hdo ma?

These past weeks have been wonderful. Will you be my girlfriend?

HER
g7, FABEXRLIR,
héo a. wo ye xihuan ni.

Yes. | like you too.

CULTURAL NOTE - IS A MILESTONE

A clear is genuinely valued — it shows courage and respect, and it lets her know exactly where you
stand rather than leaving her guessing. If the answer isn't yes, accept it with grace and warmth; dignity in
that moment is its own kind of attractive.



04 Escalation, Consent & Signals &#E .- EE

Physical and emotional escalation should always move with her, never ahead of her. Check
in, watch the signals, and treat a hesitation as a stop. Reading consent well isn't a buzzkill —

it's what makes you safe to say yes to.

Checking in ffiA

oHiNEsE PINYIN (TONES) EnGLISH

13_C7|‘¥EJ A ng? zheyang keyi ma? Is this okay? Simple, respectful check-in

| XHE zheyang like this AL keyi okay / allowed M ma (question)

O E{RRYFENS?  wo kéyi gian ni de shou  Can | hold your hand? Asking is charming, not

wkwar
e a ard

| Fowo 1 BIL kéyl may / can b= gian hold (by the hand) {REY ni de your ZF shou hand 15 ma (question)

{REFIRNS? ni shifu ma? Are you comfortable? Shows you're watching her
experience
| R ni you £FBR shafu comfortable 15 ma (question)

rEL IEEF bu zhdoji, manman Idi No rush, let's take it Reassuring — relieves any

slow pressure

| R bunot HR zhaoji in a hurry 1818 manman slowly X i go/do it

REEMESIFE ni xidng ting jit gaosu Tell me if you want to Hands her the brake — builds

70N
wé stop trust

| R ni you 8 xiang want = ting stop i jiu then =ik gaosu tell } wo me

Reading the signals =5

WHAT YOU
SIGNAL WHAT IT MEANS WHAT TO DO
MIGHT HEAR
6 Green . . "Yes!" - "Me too" - Warm, leaning in, initiating — proceed, keep
checking in

llDonlt gO"



WHAT YOU
SIGNAL WHAT IT MEANS WHAT TO DO

MIGHT HEAR

) Yellow - "We'll see" - "I'm a Hesitation or a soft deflection — slow down, ease
bit tired" off, change the subject

e Red . . "No" - "l have to go" Stop immediately, no negotiating. Be gracious and
L Donltu call her a ride

WARN — CONSENT, ALWAYS

In Chinese culture a "no" is often indirect — " " (we'll see), " " (I'm tired), or going quiet
usually means no. Treat any of these as a stop, not a maybe. Only an enthusiastic, sober yes is a yes.
Never pressure, never push past hesitation, and if anyone has been drinking, the kind move is to look after
them, get them home safely, and try again another day. Respect is the most attractive thing you can offer.

Mandarin for Social Life - Lesson 2 — Flirting & Asking Out - Tease warmly, confess bravely, escalate only with an

enthusiastic yes.



