MANDARIN FOR SOCIAL LIFE

Cold Approach
Breakers

Real ways to walk up and start something — honest, situational,
and playful. None of it works over a phone; all of it needs the

person in front of you.

LESSON 5 OF 6




1 Just Say It =i

The most disarming thing you can do is be honest. “Can | talk to you for a sec?” — said with

a smile — beats any clever line. You don't need a reason to walk over; you are the reason.

CHINESE PINYIN (TONES) ENGLISH NOTE

{RY¥F, BEER(RIRAIIENS? ni hdo, néng gén ni shud ju Hi, can | talk to you? The honest, direct

hua ma? open

{R¥F ni hdo hello BE néng can R gén with R ni you 8 shuo say G ju hua afew words

N5 ma (question)

E—EfUEEENRT wa yiyan jiu zhuyi dao ni le You caught my eye Warm, not creepy

| Fwo1 —H yiyan at a glance 7t jiu right away ERE zhuyi dao noticed R ni you T le (particle)

BILHB THK wd yduyt le bantian | almost didn't come Disarming honesty
over

| F wo | IR youyu hesitated T le (particle) F:K bantian along while

RERFEFE ni xiao qilai zhén hdokan You have a lovely A real compliment

smile

| 1R ni you SRR xiao gilai when you smile B zhén really Y& haokan good-looking

AR wo bu shi dashan a I'm not hitting on you,  Playful — you kind
fare
but... ©

| FH wo | AZE bushi amnot U dashan chatting up M 2 (softener)

BE—DFFIE? g8i wé yi fénzhéng hdo ma?  Got a minute? Low-pressure ask
| 5 géi give  wo me —Fh yi fénzhong one minute W5 hao ma OK?

FoY---, {ROBE? wd jigo..., ni ne? I'm ..., and you? Trade names early

| Fows Y jiao am called {RUE ni ne and you?



CONFIDENCE IS THE LINE

The words barely matter — how you say them does. Relaxed shoulders, a real smile, an unhurried voice.
Say your opener like you already expect it to go well.



2 Read the Room &#&

Look around — the room hands you an opener for free. The drink in their hand, the song

playing, how packed it is. Notice one thing out loud and you've already started talking.

CHINESE PINYIN (TONES) ENGLISH NOTE
X 5 ANEENE? zhé difang bucuo ba? Nice spot, right? A shared

observation

| X zhe this BT difang place N8 bucuo notbad /nice B ba right?

S % ANS7? pingshi dou zheme dud rén Is it always this busy?
ma?

| aEiN) pingshi usually £8 dou always X zheme this % duo many A rén people M5 ma (question)
RIBHNEHA? ni hé de shi shénme? What are you drinking? Light and curious

| R ni you WS he drink FY de (particle) Z shiis 2 shénme what

BPNEEHFZ, 2H4A? nage kanzhe haochi, shi That looks good — what ~ Point at their plate
shénme? is it?

| ?3]3/[\ nage that EE kanzhe looks ﬁ?ﬂ’i hdochr tasty & shi is H‘QA shénme what
XERAE zhe yinyué blcud Good music, huh

| X zhe this B&R yinyue music B bucuo not bad / nice

{RE— R g ? ni di-yr ci lai ma? First time here?

| R ni you F—R di-yr ci first time ¥ /4 come 1B ma (question)

{IRE g ? ni chéang lai ma? Do you come here
often?

| {R ni you & chéng often 3 /i come & ma (question)



3 By the Venue EigER

Every place has its own natural way in. A bar has a drink, a queue has the wait, a bookshop

has the book. Use what's already in front of you both and the approach feels obvious, not

random.
CHINESE PINYIN (TONES) ENGLISH NOTE
HIE(RIE—R? wé qing ni' hé yi béi? Can | buy you a drink? At a bar

| Bwol 15 qing treat R ni you W& he drink  —HR yi béi one glass

X)LBAE? zhér ySu rén ma? Is this seat taken? Café or bar
| X)L zher here B you have A rén someone M5 ma (question)

XN KET zhé dui yé tai chang le This line is brutal In a queue
| X zhe this  PA aui queue el yé really (emph.) X tai too K chang long T le (particle)

A BIFENLG? na bén shi hdokan ma? Is that book any good? Bookshop

| #B na that 2 ben (book) F shi book FFE hdokan good (to read) 18 ma (question)

XNE ARE? zhége ydu rén yong ma? Are you using this? At the gym
| XA zhége this E=] you have A rén someone FB yong using M ma (question)

RITEAINIREY? nimen zénme rénshi de? How do you all know each other? At a party

| {4 nimen you (plural) &2 zénme how  TAIR renshi know each other BY de (particle)

FREEALX ) LNE? w0 néng zud zhér ma? Mind if | sit here?

| Fowo EE néng can M zuo sit X)L zher here 1B ma (question)

LET THE PLACE DO THE WORK

You don't need a clever line — you need the thing that's already in front of both of you. Name it, ask about
it, react warmly to the answer. A room you share becomes a conversation.



4 Make Them Smile gz

A little playfulness lowers the stakes for both of you. Tease lightly, make a tiny bet, claim you

two “match” — give them something fun to push back on, not just a question to answer.

CHINESE PINYIN (TONES) ENGLISH NOTE

{REBE 1L IE ni bang wé pingping If You've got to settle Pulls them in
something

| R ni you 5 bang help ;] wo me LR pingping I judge / settle it

RFEER=WIMIE? ni kénding hén shou You must be popular, Teasing compliment
huanying ba? huh

| R ni you B kénding surely B hen very XA shou huanying popular & pa right?

R ANEER, IRF—IF pinwei bucuo ma, gén Good taste — we Find a tiny thing in

WG yiyang e common

mafR pinwéi taste EE bucuo not bad / good Wk ma (softener) IR gén with } wo me
_7|‘¥ yiyang the same

HEAEAENN ? dai wo guangguang bei? Show me around? Playful and bold

| T dai take FK wo me HEZE guangguang stroll around m pei (coaxing)

E, XJLEBREIE? ldoshi shuo, zhér zhidé lai  Honestly — is this place ~ Casts them as the
ma? worth it? expert

| FSLR Idoshi shuo honestly X)L zher here {EF zhidé worth 3K /i coming M5 ma (question)

NTHEERESEEN bu d& zhaohu wé hui I'd regret not saying hi Charming and true
houhui de

| N bu not  FTHBME g5 zhaohu say hi H wo /ﬁ\ hui would  JE'& houhui regret M de (particle)

{REAREARH# AIE? ni' yé bu shi béndi rén You're not local either,
ba? right?

| ﬁT\ ni you J@ ye also/either R bu shi are not Zliiﬂj,A béndirén alocal M ba right?



5 Keep It Going =&

You got the opener out — now don't let the silence land. Have one easy follow-up ready: their

name, where they're from, a soft invite. Curiosity is what keeps it alive.

CHINESE PINYIN (TONES) ENGLISH NOTE
{RIUA2? ni jiao shénme? What's your name?

| 1R ni you ny jiao called +2 shénme what

REBAH AIS? ni shi béndi rén ma? Are you from here?

| R ni you & shi are AN béndirén alocal M8 ma (question)

R+ ITE? ni zué shénme gongzuo? What do you do?

| R ni you M zuo do 1t2 shénme what TAE géngzuo work / job

E£THENLE? déng xia you shi ma? Got plans later? Soft test for time together
| b déng xia later = you shi have plans 15 ma (question)

MR —ECIBMIHEE? gditian yiqi hé kaféi? Coffee sometime? The light invite
| XK gsitian another day —HRT yigi together Mg hé drink  MMEE kafei coffee

MRS jia ge wéixin? Add WeChat? The exchange
| BN jiza add 1 ge (measure) {S wéixin WeChat

WAE T DLER hai xidng zai jian dao ni I'd love to see you again

& hai st 78 xidng want B zi again TLE| jian dao see R ni you



YOU

REF, BERRIRIEAIEID?

ni hdo, néng gén ni shué ju hua ma?
Hi, can | say something?

HER
AT
kéyi a.
Sure.

YOU
X AREENE? RERIS?
zhe difang bucuo ba? ni chang lai ma?

Nice spot, right? Come here often?

HER

B/R%K,

ou'ér lai.

Once in a while.

YOU
AR LR — RS M INHE?
na... gditian yiqi hé kaféi?

Then... coffee sometime?



* One-Breath Openers —fJiE

When nerves hit, short wins. Each of these is two or three words — impossible to fumble. Say

it, smile, and let their reply carry the rest.

CHINESE PINYIN (TONES) ENGLISH WHEN TO DROP IT
{IREF | ni hdo! Hi! The simplest open there is

| IR ni you 4F hao good

|\|:_|_|—_F wen yixia Quick question Softens whatever comes next
| iB] wen ask —F yixia a moment / briefly
KRIE(RIE—? wo qing ni hé yi béi? Drink? At a bar, with a smile

| Ew 1B qing treat IR ni you W& hé drink —H#R yi béi one glass

X)LBE ANE? zhér you rén ma? Seat taken? At a bar or café

| X)L zhér here B you have A rén someone & ma (question)

X ANESIE? zhé difang bucud ba? Nice spot, right? A shared observation
| X zhe this H5 difang place A5 bucuo notbad/nice MB pa right?

ﬁ'ﬂ'ﬁ; }E%ﬁ’) you shénme tuijian? Any tips? Casts them as the local expert

| E=] you have 2 shénme what  H#EFF tuijian recommendation

DELIVERY BEATS VOCABULARY

A two-word question with a relaxed smile lands better than a perfect sentence said nervously. Keep your
shoulders down and your tone light.

Mandarin for Social Life - Lesson 5 — Cold Approach Breakers - Walk over, say one true thing, smile. The rest takes care
of itself.



