JAPANESE FOR SOCIAL LIFE

Making Friends

ER R N R R 7

Walking up, introducing yourself, holding a real conversation, and
walking away with a LINE contact. The social base layer that

everything romantic is built on top of.

LESSON 1 OF 6




o1 Introducing yourself

A clean self-introduction (E2#87, jiko-shokai) is a small ritual in Japan and people genuinely
appreciate it. Keep it short, warm, and end with yoroshiku.

JAPANESE SOUNDS LIKE ENGLISH

FUHELT ha-ji-me-mashte Nice to meet you (lit. "for the first time")
~& HUEXT / ~TF  ~tomdshimasu / ~des "I'm __" (formal / normal). e.g. ¥17TY ="I'm
Mike."

~¢& ~to (quote) FAUZEY moshimasu amcalled T9 des am

AXUAISFKELE igirisu kara kimashta | came from England. (swap your country)

’f=\"“UX igirisu England WS kara from 5'5? UTe kimashta came

RITTERTWET ryokd de kite imas I'm here travelling.

BR1T ryoks travel T de forby FETULVEKT kite imas am here

RRICEATWEXT tokyo ni sunde imas I live in Tokyo.

B tokyo Tokyo IC niin EATWET sunde imas live

KFBULHEWVWLET yoroshiku onegai "Let's get along / pleasure to meet you."
shimas

&B UK yoroshiku favourably BEWLXT onegai shimas please

Countries & quick facts < (c

JAPANESE SOUNDS ENGLISH
FAUH [ A4F¥UZR amerika / igirisu USA / UK
A—ZANZVUT7 | hFH osutoraria / kanada Australia / Canada

K1Y | 752X doitsu / furansu Germany / France



JAPANESE SOUNDS

T=EF~TY shigoto wa ~ des

= shigoto job  |& wa (topicy ~TY ~desis___

IVIZT | 245 ) £&% enjinia / gakusei / sensei

YOU
FUHELT, ¥Y1ITF, A—XAKFUTHEERX U,
Hajimemashite, Maiku desu. Osutoraria kara kimashita.

Nice to meet you, I'm Mike. I'm from Australia.

THEM
b, A—ARNFTIUT7ILBULLEENULET,
Wa, Osutorarial Yoroshiku onegai shimasu.

Oh wow, Australia! Pleasure to meet you.

YOU
HARERDPULEFT T, FBUKHBEVWLET!
Nihongo wa sukoshi dake desu. Yoroshiku onegai shimasu!

| only speak a little Japanese. Looking forward to it!

ENGLISH

My jobis ___.

engineer / student / teacher



02 Breaking the ice

Japanese strangers rarely get cold-approached, so a warm, low-pressure reason to talk
works far better than a slick line. Asking for help, reacting to the place you're in, or a light

compliment all open doors.

Friendly openers that don't feel like a pickup HW\&>

JAPANESE SOUNDS LIKE ENGLISH WHERE

FTHEBA . BEELEWCEEITH?  sumimasen, shashin  Excuse me, could Anywhere —

onegai dekimas ka?  you take a photo? sl TEiiE

FHEEA sumimasen excuse me BE shashin photo HFEWTEFT onegai dekimas may | ask

D ka (question)

CC ES>THWLWWTITH? koko, suwatte mo ii Is it okay if | sit here?  Bar, cafe,
des ka? counter.
ZC koko here EESTH suwatte mo evenif () sit WWWTT jides isokay D ka (question)

KT ITHIITITH? osusume wa nan What do you To staff or a

des ka? recommend? .nelghbour at an
izakaya.

I I osusume recommendation & wa (topic) {f] nan what T9Y desis D> ka (question)

Fh.EKUZFSHIITIH? sore, oishisé! nan That looks delicious Food spots, bars.
des ka? — what is it?

ZF1N sore that EBKUZFD oishiso looks delicious  fA] nan what T des is b ka (question)

CDIATVWEIEH>TEXIH? kono hen de ii Do you know a good Genuinely useful
omise shitte mas place around here? RN Gl

ka?

ZD3A kono hen around here T de infat LW\ ji good &JE omise shop/place F1>TXT shitte mas know

D ka (question)

HAEE. 38 RA T, nihongo, benkyo- I'm in the middle of Invites them to
cha nan des. studying Japanese. help & talk.

HAZE nihongo Japanese fthes A benkyo-chd studying TRATY nan des (explaining)



CULTURAL NOTE — WHY THE SOFT APPROACH WINS

Western-style direct cold approaches can read as aggressive or alarming in Japan, especially in
daytime/public settings. The move that works is a genuine, useful, low-stakes question that lets the other
person feel safe and helpful. Being a polite, slightly curious foreigner is a huge advantage — lean into it
rather than fighting it with intensity.

03 Keeping it going

The fear is always "then what?" These question stems keep any conversation alive almost

indefinitely.

The W-questions L2>bHA

JAPANESE SOUNDS ENGLISH
BEZEIE? 0-namae wa? Your name?

?S%_Hul] o-namae name | wa (topic)

EThSEE-D? doko kara kita no? Where are you from? (casual)

EZ doko where DS kara from 3Rz kita came @ no (question)

AILTBAN?/ BEEF? nani shiteru hito? / o-shigoto wa? What do you do?
{8 nani what ULCT% shiteru doing A hito person d1EEE o-shigoto work I wa (topic)
ARAHOBRIFAILTHD? yasumi no hi wa nani shiteru no? What do you do on your days off?

R yasumi day off D no (possessive) H hi day & wa (topic) 1AI nani what LT shiteru doing

D no (question)
R (AT H? shumi wa nan des ka? What are your hobbies?

#EEK shumi hobby  |& wa (topic) A nan what T9Y desis D ka (question)

SHIZHEINE—FE? kyo wa dareka to issho? Are you here with someone today?

<H kyo today (& wa (topic) SED dareka someone & to with —H& issho together



Reactions that make people openup V77> 3>

JAPANESE SOUNDS ENGLISH
LyLvial i nel Nice! / Cool!

LW\ ji good 43 ne huh

gL sugoi! Amazing! / Wow!

E =18 omosbhiroi! Interesting / funny!

bhrd~ wakaru-~ "I totally get that" — bonding.
ZThRICRB! sore ki ni naru! "Ooh, now I'm curious about that!"

1 sore that ’FT_L‘CUZD ki ni naru am curious

H-HoEEELY motto kikitai | want to hear more.

> & motto more ﬁﬂgfcb\ kikitai want to hear

Common-ground topics that land 7w

TOPIC OPENER SOUNDS ENGLISH
Food FERBARYIE? suki na tabemono What food do you like?
wa?

WFEIR sukina favourite  BNY tabemono food & wa (topic)

Travel RITISIFZ?EZITE\\?  ryoko wa suki? doko Do you like travel? Where do you
ikitai? want to go?

BRIT ryoko travel | wa (topic) IFE suki like &ET doko where {TETzULN ikitai want to go

Music / ERLEEEELD? donna ongaku kiku What kind of music do you listen

artists no? to?

ERTE donna what kind of B ongaku music F&< kiku listento @D no (question)

Anime/fim 57 = X & HERZ? anime toka miru? Do you watch anime and stuff?

=X anime anime &MY toka and such Eﬁ% miru watch



TOPIC OPENER SOUNDS ENGLISH
The area COHE.ELWD? kono machi, nagai Have you been in this town long?
no?

ZD kono this & machi town $RULN nagai long @ no (question)

CONVERSATION ENGINE

Use the loop: ask — react (ANZ!) — relate ("me too / | love that") = ask again. You barely need
vocabulary if you stay curious and warm. When you get stuck: "THAZE. L W\ "Nihongo, muzukashiil"
("Japanese is hard!") — it always gets a laugh and resets the mood.



04 Getting the contact — LINE

In Japan everyone uses LINE, not phone numbers or Instagram (though Insta is a softer ask).

chat.

JAPANESE SOUNDS LIKE ENGLISH

LINE R#aULARW?

rain kokan shinai?

LINE rain LINE 3SH#2 kokan swap ULZRULY shinai won't (we)?
IR BUVWTHWN?  renrakusaki, kiite mo

Can | get your

ii? contact?

IR renrakusaki contactinfo  EIVNT®H kiite mo even if (1) ask

QRETH

QR dasu ne I'll pull up my QR
code.
QR @R QRcode Y dasu putout 13 ne okay?
ARSI TB? insuta yatteru? Are you on
Instagram?

A2V RY insuta Instagram  ¥°>TS yatteru doing/using

TIRELIEWR

mata hanashitai na

X1z mata again FEUT=\VN hanashitai want to talkk %R na (softener)

SHEEULI-T! kyo tanoshikatta! Today was fun!

SH kyo today UMD o7 tanoshikatta was fun

Wanna swap LINE?

I'd like to talk again.

Trading 3&E#&E (renrakusaki, "contact info") is the natural, low-pressure close to a good first

NOTE

The standard, casual ask.

Slightly softer/politer.

LML i is okay

How LINE adds happen.

Lowest-pressure ask; good
fallback.

Warm reason before you ask.

Always close on a positive.



YOU
FUTTRERUDDEIKEFELEWE, LINE U R WN?
Hanashitete tanoshikatta! Mata hanashitai na. Rain kokan shinai?

I had fun talking! I'd like to chat again — wanna swap LINE?

THEM
LWWEIQREH T 1,
li yo! QR dasu ne.

Sure! I'll show my QR code.

The first LINE message 77 —ZXhXyvt—

JAPANESE SOUNDS ENGLISH

IoOEIHDOMNESINAIITT O sakki wa arigato! Maiku desu Thanks for earlier! It's Mike ©

IO E sakki earlier I wa (topic) BDDYESD arigats thanks AT Maiku Mike T desu is

B|EICR/N? buji ni kaereta? Did you get home okay?

i buji safe | ni (adverbial) E Tz kaereta got home

FIHEWSBICEZe5iELL mata chikai uchi ni aetara I'd be happy to meet again
ureshii soon.

X7fc mata again  IEWNDBIC chikai uchini soon SRA TS aetara if (we) meet LN ureshii happy

CULTURAL NOTE — STICKERS & PACE

LINE culture loves stamps/stickers and short, frequent messages over long paragraphs. Match their reply
length and emoji energy. Don't double- or triple-text if they go quiet — patience reads as confidence;
pestering Kills it. A single well-timed sticker can restart a dead chat better than "you up?".

IF THEY SAY NO / DRIFT OFF

Accept it instantly and warmly: T THRIZEUD > Tk BDHED) "Ryokail Tanoshikatta yo, arigatc” ("All good!
It was fun, thanks"). Gracious exits protect your reputation — Japan's social scenes are small and word
travels.




* Cutesy disarmers

These are golden. Self-aware, humbile, a little silly — they melt a stranger's guard, earn a
laugh, and quietly invite them to help and teach you. Being an endearing foreigner who tries is
far more attractive than being slick. Deploy them when you fumble, when there's an awkward

pause, or just to be charming.

WHEN TO
JAPANESE SOUNDS LIKE ENGLISH DROP IT
SOHARCAAREF Mg ATE~  gomenne nihongo  "Sorry, my The all-purpose
mada benkyo-chi Japanese is still a opener.
nanda~ work in progress~"

S8 A gomenne sorry BIASEE nihongo Japanese ETIE maca still TR benkyo-chi studying

TRATE~ nanda-~ (explaining)

HAZE. TFETSHAIE nihongo, heta de "Sorry my After you stumble.
gomen! (wara) Japanese is so
bad, haha!"

HAZE nihongo Japanese TZF heta badat T de (being) CHA gomen sorry 5 wara lol

BUKULT~ZFETEEMS yasashiku shite~ "Be gentle with Flirty, playful.
mada heta dakara me~ I'm still bad at

it."

B UL UT yasashiku shite be gentle  ETE mada stil T3 heta badat TEDVS dakara because

SO HEFE->TR? ima no, hatsuon "Did | say that right Invites her to
atteta? just now?" correct you =
engagement.

S D imano that just now B hatsuon pronunciation B>l atteta was right

—{El. BAEHZT? ikko, nihongo "Teach me one Turns her ir?to your
oshiete? Japanese word?" teacher — instant
bond.

—{& ikko one HEANEE nihongo Japanese ZZ T oshiete teach me

WW-<DHELT<ND? yukkuri hanashite "Could you speak Endearing, lowers

kureru? slowly for me?" A1 2RI,

HW-><hH yukkuri slowly S5 LT hanashite speak <3 kureru will you for me?



JAPANESE SOUNDS LIKE

ENGLISH

WHEN TO

DROP IT

E—ILERATES EFLIRBATE(EK) biru nondara

umaku narun da
(wara)

E—JL biru beer BRATES nondara if (1) drink

% wara lol
CHO—E.SHI-EFEBLTR! kono hitokoto, ky
zutto renshid
shiteta!

ZD kono this —5 hitokoto one line

#838 UTrc renshi shiteta was practising

neitibu shika iwanai

RAT1TUDEDLLBVWEE . HAT!

kotoba, oshiete!

XA T 17 neitibu natives LD shika onl
y

ZZ T oshiete teach me

kore, nihongo de

N BERETHTESD?

nante iu no?

Zh kore this HBANEE nihongo Japanese ~C de in

ZRAXBELE 55 >Th(R) hen na nihongo
dattara itte ne

(wara)

ZH henna weird BZANEE nihongo Japanese

BEELLKTHMEULTRALL kimi to

hanashitakute

benkyd shiteru nda

B kimi you & to with  55U7=< T hanashitakute wanting to talk

HTE nda (explaining)

EF<K%B% umaku naru get better

S PR jwanai don't say

{Al T nante what

f2o125 dattara ifitis

"My Japanese gets
better after a beer,

lol."

“| practised this
one line all day!"

SH kyo today I o & zutto the whole time

"Teach me
something only
locals say!"

"What's this called

in Japanese?"

“Tell me if my
Japanese sounds
weird, haha."

= > 7THa itte ne tell me

“I'm learning
Japanese just to
talk to people like

you."

Eﬁ kotoba words

Bar / izakaya gold.

AT nda (explaining)

Cute honesty, very
charming.

Fun, opens a
playful exchange.

Point at anything
— endless opener.

B2 iusay D no (question)

Humble, keeps it
light.

% wara lol

% Smooth — use
once, sincerely.

138 LTS benkyo shiteru am studying



DELIVERY IS EVERYTHING

Say these with a smile and a shrug, never as a real apology. The charm is in the lightness — a little laugh
(58 / "eheh"), relaxed eyes, zero neediness. The goal isn't sympathy; it's a shared giggle that turns a

stranger into a teammate.

- Japanese for Social Life - Lesson 1 — Making Friends - Continue to Lesson 2: Flirting & Asking Out



