JAPANESE FOR SOCIAL LIFE

Cold Approach
Breakers

HAGE - Fz2) 5%

Real ways to walk up and start something — honest, situational,
and playful. None of it works over a phone; all of it needs the

person in front of you.

LESSON 5 OF 6




1 Just Say It

The most disarming thing you can do is be honest. “Can | talk to you for a sec?” — said with

a smile — beats any clever line. You don't need a reason to walk over; you are the reason.

JAPANESE SOUNDS LIKE ENGLISH NOTE

FTHEFFAGFEUNTITHEWVWWTIH?  sumimasen, Excuse me, can  The honest,
hanashikakete mo ii | talk to you? direct open
desu ka?

FHEEA sumimasen excuse me  EEUDMNFITH hanashikakete mo even if (I) speak to you

WUWTI D i desu ka is it okay?

L5&HoERICHEHST chotto ki ni natte You caught my Lit. “I got
eye curious”

B&o& chotto alittle  UCHRDT ki ni natte got curious

ESMEK-STEATTITFE iu ka mayotta n desu | almost didn't Disarming
kedo say anything el

S iu ka whether to say Kot mayotta hesitated A TY ndesu (explaining) iF&E kedo but

ifll

KELRMTIH egao ga suteki desu ne You have a A real
lovely smile compliment

%EE egao smile yaNl ga (subject) R suteki lovely TY desuis 43 ne isn'tit

FUINED U P T nanpa toka ja nakute I'm not hitting Playful — you
on you, but... kind of are

F>JX nanpa hitingon &M toka orsuch U %< T ja nakute it's not, but

— S EFWVWWTTH? ippun dake ii desu ka? Got a minute? Low-pressure
ask

— 77 ippun one minute e ake just > ii desu ka is it okay?
7 i 2V dak LTI D i desu k kay?

< TI . BAFIE? ... desu. onamae wa? I'm...,and you?  Trade names
early

*** ... (your name) TY desuis PAHRI onamae name & wa (topic)



CONFIDENCE IS THE LINE

The words barely matter — how you say them does. Relaxed shoulders, a real smile, an unhurried voice.
Say your opener like you already expect it to go well.



> Read the Room

Look around — the room hands you an opener for free. The drink in their hand, the song
playing, how packed it is. Notice one thing out loud and you've already started talking.
JAPANESE SOUNDS LIKE ENGLISH NOTE

. WWEEU T h koko, ii kanji desu ne Nice place, right? A shared
observation

ZC koko here W\ ji good XU kanji feelvibe TY desuis 13 ne isn'tit

WOEHEERBATEIH? itsumo kondemasu ka? Is it always this busy?

WD itsumo always JBATET kondemasu is crowded DY ka (question)

{AIBRATBDATITH? nani nonderu n desu What are you drinking? Light and curious
ka?

] nani what BRACS nonderu drinking A CY ndesu (explaining) 1" ka (question)

FNEKULZFS [ATIH? soreoishisou, nan desu  That looks good — what Point at their dish
ka? is it?

ZF1N sore that EBKULZFD oishisou looks tasty A nan what T9 desu is D> ka (question)

WLt ha ii kyoku desu ne Good music, huh
W)Y ji good Bl kyoku song/track TY desu is 12 ne isn'tit
CCHTTIH? koko hajimete desu ka? First time here?

ZC koko here #18DT hajimete firsttime T9 desuis D ka (question)

FLFEBATIHI? yoku kuru n desu ka? Do you come here often?

&< yoku often K3 kuru come A TY ndesu (explaining) D ka (question)



3 By the Venue

Every place has its own natural way in. A bar has a drink, a queue has the wait, a bookshop

has the book. Use what's already in front of you both and the approach feels obvious, not

random.
JAPANESE SOUNDS LIKE ENGLISH
—REeostETEEW ippai ogorasete kudasai Let me buy you a drink

—1$ ippai one drink HHHET ogorasete let (me) treat (72’33\/\ kudasai please
ST BWTEITH? koko, aitemasu ka? Is this seat free?

CC koko here ZBEUWNTEKT aitemasu is free/open DY ka (question)
FWTIITI H sugoi gyouretsu desu ne This line is crazy

EXs{A sugoi amazing/huge 1751 gyouretsu queue TY desuis 43 ne isn'tit

FOAR.HEWLWTIH? sono hon, omoshiroi desu Is that book any good?
ka?

Z®D sono that 2 hon book EIELY omoshiroi interesting T9 desu is D" ka (question)

N (FE-TEIH? kore, tsukattemasu ka? Are you using this?

Zh kore this {ED>TETY tsukattemasu are using D ka (question)

HAEEESWSHIDEW?  minna to dou iu shiriai? How do you know
everyone?

HATR minna everyone & to with EDUND douiu what kind of  FID ALY shiriai acquaintance

. LZWWN\TIH? tonari, ii desu ka? Mind if | sit here?

[ tonari nextto (you) WIWNTI D ji desu ka is it okay?

LET THE PLACE DO THE WORK

NOTE

At a bar

Café or
bar

In a queue

Bookshop

At the gym

At a party

You don't need a clever line — you need the thing that's already in front of both of you. Name it, ask about

it, react warmly to the answer. A room you share becomes a conversation.



4 Make Them Smile

A little playfulness lowers the stakes for both of you. Tease lightly, make a tiny bet, claim you

two “match” — give them something fun to push back on, not just a question to answer.

JAPANESE SOUNDS LIKE ENGLISH NOTE

L& EHZTIEVUWATT(FE  chotto oshiete hoshii n You've got to settle Pulls them in
desu kedo something

B&o& chotto alittle AT oshiete tell (me)  (EULLY hoshii want (youto) A TY ndesu (explaining)

1}& kedo but

HENETFEIL zettai motemasu yo ne You must be Teasing
popular, huh compliment

Xt zettai definitely ETET motemasu are popular Fh yo ne right?

LW TT R, Biiue shumi i desu ne, osoroi ~ Good taste — we Find a tiny thing in

da match common

R shumi taste LMY ji good T9 desuis 43 ne isn'tit  &HWILY osoroi matching 72 da (it)is

ZRLTNhEEA? annai shite kuremasen?  Show me around? Playful and bold

ERUT annai shite guide (me) <NFXEBA kuremasen won't you?

IFE.CCo>THIITH? shoujiki, koko tte Honestly — is this Casts them as the

osusume? place worth it? expert

1IE 8 shoujiki honestly & koko here DT tte (topic) 9 I osusume recommended?

EUMNMNTHBWEREBULEST hanashikakenai to I'd regret not saying Charming and true
koukai shisou de hi

%ﬁ UDMFZRNE hanashikakenai to if () don't speak fﬁ‘@ koukai regret U-%25TC shisou de seems likely, so

HEREHHTU YW TLL? anata mo jimoto ja nai You're not local
desho? either, right?

HIRfc anata you H mo too/either HITT jimoto local w7z janai not CTUL& desho right?



5 Keep It Going

You got the opener out — now don't let the silence land. Have one easy follow-up ready: their

name, where they're from, a soft invite. Curiosity is what keeps it alive.

JAPANESE SOUNDS LIKE ENGLISH NOTE
EAFIE? onamae wa? Your name?

HLHI onamae name  |1E wa (topic)

CODTWDANTITH? kono hen no hito desu Are you from around
ka? here?

CD kono this 3 hen area D no (ofy A hito person TY desuis D" ka (question)

EHEEFAE? oshigoto wa nani wo? What do you do?

Pr=E oshigoto work/job (& wa (topic) 8] nani what % wo (object)

COBHEFEBHDFET?  kono ato yotei arimasu? Got plans after this? Soft test for time
together

ZD kono this dd& ato after FIE yotei plans D ETY arimasu have?
SEJ—b—THES?  kondo koohii demo dou?  Coffee sometime? The light invite

S kondo sometime —bE— koohii coffee TH demo or something ES dou how about?
LINEx#aUEBA? LINE koukan shimasen? Swap LINE? The exchange

LINE LINE LINE (app) 3XH2 koukan exchange UEB A shimasen won't (we)?

leszWeWia mata aitai na I'd love to see you again

XTfc mata again LML aitai want to meet %R na (wishful)



YOU
FTAHAEHEA, BUNTFTTHVWWTIN?
sumimasen, hanashikakete mo ii desu ka?

Excuse me, can | say hi?

HER

H. FW, ES5F,
a, hai. douzo.

Oh, sure. Go ahead.

YOU
ZZ. WWEU TR, K<EKBATIMN?
koko, ii kanji desu ne. yoku kuru n desu ka?

Nice place. Do you come here often?

HER
TC i 521’&0
tama ni ne.

Sometimes.

YOU
ULepdh. SEI—E—THES?
jaa, kondo koohii demo dou?

Then — coffee sometime?



* One-Breath Openers

When nerves hit, short wins. Each of these is two or three words — impossible to fumble. Say

it, smile, and let their reply carry the rest.

JAPANESE SOUNDS LIKE ENGLISH WHEN TO DROP IT
ITHFEEFA! sumimasen! Excuse me! The all-purpose tap on the shoulder
L5&>&EVWWTIH? chotto ii desu ka? Got a sec? Softens whatever comes next

B &o& chotto alitttle  WWYTI D i desu ka is it okay?

—RESTIH? ippai dou desu ka? Drink? At a bar, with a smile
—*¥F ippai one drink ESTI D dou desu ka how about?

ST BWTEITH? koko, aitemasu ka? Seat free? At a bar or café
ZC koko here ZELNTET aitemasu is free/open DM ka (question)

LWWETIH ii mise desu ne Nice place, huh A shared observation

W\ i nice & mise shop/place  TF desu is 13 ne isn'tit

j:s-g"g'&) ‘i? osusume wa? Any tips? Casts them as the local expert

996 osusume recommendation Ik wa (topic)

DELIVERY BEATS VOCABULARY

A two-word question with a relaxed smile lands better than a perfect sentence said nervously. Keep your
shoulders down and your tone light.

Japanese for Social Life - Lesson 5 — Cold Approach Breakers - Walk over, say one true thing, smile. The rest takes care
of itself.



