THAI FOR SOCIAL LIFE

Cold Approach
Breakers

A lng 91 ldnnau

Real ways to walk up and start something — honest, situational,
and playful (men add 51, women @z). None of it works over a

phone; all of it needs the person in front of you.

LESSON 5 OF 6




1 Just Say It

The most disarming thing you can do is be honest. “Can | talk to you for a sec?” — said with

a smile — beats any clever line. You don't need a reason to walk over; you are the reason.

THAI SOUNDS LIKE ENGLISH NOTE
ﬁaﬂﬂﬁqglm'ﬂuﬂ%’u khor khui diai daai mai Can | talk to you? The honest, direct open
khrap

2D khor may | Q8 khui chat A8 doai with (you) 1@9’[WN déai méi can1?  @ASU khrap (polite, m.)

Lﬁullﬁ')ﬂ:ﬁﬂﬂfﬂ'\ hén laew sa-dut-dtaa You caught my eye Warm, not creepy

Lﬁu hén see WA /dew and then HAEAAMN sa-dut-dtaa caught the eye

aqangINIEnnG iy /ang-le yuu waa ja thék dii | almost didn't come over ~ Disarming honesty
mai

adLa lang-le hesitate BEJ: yuu (was -ing) 91 wéa whether % ja would NN thak say hi ﬁlwu dii méi or not

Buangdaas yim stiai jang loei You have a lovely smile A real compliment

v

au yim smile &8 suai lovely lag jang loei so/really

T5leaunzasyu mai daai jiip na khrép I'm not hitting on you, Playful — you kind of
but... are

1916 mai daai not (doing) AU jiip flit  WE na (softener) ASU khrdp (polite, m.)
?lﬂl,’m’m’]ﬁlﬁil’) khor we-laa naa-thii diao Got a minute? Low-pressure ask

A khor may | have  LIAN we-laa time UMW naa-thii minute LA diao just one

NNTD. .. ATIES phdm chde... khun I4 I'm ..., and you? Trade names early

Q

WHN phom | (m.) %8 chde am named LW khun you &% /2 and (you)?

CONFIDENCE IS THE LINE

The words barely matter — how you say them does. Relaxed shoulders, a real smile, an unhurried voice.
Say your opener like you already expect it to go well.



2 Read the Room

Look around — the room hands you an opener for free. The drink in their hand, the song

playing, how packed it is. Notice one thing out loud and you've already started talking.

THAI SOUNDS LIKE ENGLISH NOTE

Aiduas thi-ni dii ne’ Nice spot, right? A shared
observation

A3 thi-ni here @ dii good LUBE na right?

ﬂuLﬂagLLUUﬁﬂaﬂﬂlﬂN khon ya baep-nii ta-lot Is it always this busy?

mai
AU khon people LEABY ys lots wuuH baep-nii like this HAQBMA ta-/ot always vI,‘irm méi (question)
aunzlsasi duem a-rai yuu What are you drinking? Light and curious

A duem drink 8zl a-rai what B you (right now)

unAuss azlsivisa néan néa-gin jang, a-rai That looks good — what is Point at their dish
res it?

ﬁ’u nan that UIAU néa-gin looks tasty N jang so 981‘5 a-rai what W98 ros isit?
LNASLNSZA UL phleng phrd dii na Good music, huh

LWaN phleng song/music  LWINE phro pleasant A di good UE¥ na huh
N ﬂ%"q LSS maa khrang-réek ros First time here?

N1 maa come ﬂ%l,l,’iﬂ khrang-raek first time LW9® res is it?

N1Uae vy maa boi mdi Do you come here often?

¥ maa come 188 boi often vl,md méi (question)



3 By the Venue

Every place has its own natural way in. A bar has a drink, a queue has the wait, a bookshop

has the book. Use what's already in front of you both and the approach feels obvious, not

random.
THAI SOUNDS LIKE ENGLISH NOTE
aoasaLasaednlaluy  khor liang khraeang-duem déai Can | buy you a drink? At a bar

mail

U8B khor may | GEN liang treat LASDIAN khrdeang-duem a drink 1(9]‘”1%34 daai mdi can 1?

msqﬁjqqlwu dtrong-ni waang mdi Is this seat free? Café or
bar

M9 dtrong-ni this spot AN waang free/empty l‘ViN madi (question)

AIYNININLASY khiu yaao maak loei This line is brutal In a queue

@A khiu queue 811 yaao long NN maak very La@ loei really

¥
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ﬂuqﬁaLﬁNuuﬁlﬂN néng-ste Iém nan dii méai Is that book any good? Bookshop

ar

¥iu98D nang-ste book LANWU /ém ndn thatone @ dii good  LWAN mai (question)

[

audseau g lvn an-nii mii khon chai mdi Are you using this? At the gym
DU an-nii thisone  HAW mii khon someone sl?gf chai using 1‘m¢ madi (question)

Sannuleasgaly riu-jak gan déai yang-ngai How do you all know each At a party
other?

ar

i A rdu-jak know U gan each other lﬁﬂlﬁh daai yang-ngai how come?
anfaanslalviy khdr néng ddai déai méi Mind if | sit here?

2B khor may | W4 nang sit @8 diai too/here  LA\AN ddai mai can 12

LET THE PLACE DO THE WORK

You don't need a clever line — you need the thing that's already in front of both of you. Name it, ask about
it, react warmly to the answer. A room you share becomes a conversation.



4 Make Them Smile

A little playfulness lowers the stakes for both of you. Tease lightly, make a tiny bet, claim you

two “match” — give them something fun to push back on, not just a question to answer.

THAI SOUNDS LIKE ENGLISH NOTE

HIYAANTAUVUD Y chdai dtat-sin noi You've got to settle Pulls them in

something

A8 choai help HAAY dtat-sin decide WUBY noi a bit/please

AN ANIULYDZ R U khong mii khon jiip ya'si- You must be popular, Teasing compliment
na huh

@3 khong probably  {@AW mii khon people AU jiip flit  L8DE yo lots  §WE si-nd right?

iaﬁﬂuﬁux Lﬂﬁauﬂuulaﬂ rot-ni-yom dii na, mdean Good taste — we match Find a tiny thing in

gan loei Sl

salsN rot-ni-yom taste A di good U na (softener) WHNBUNU miean gan the same L@@ /oei just/really
W']Lﬁﬂ')ﬂﬁﬂﬂlmﬂu phaa thiao noi daai mai Show me around? Playful and bold

W1 phaa take (me) WiBD thizo out/around WUBE noi abit  LAMAN daai mai can you?

VANATI) ﬁﬁﬁﬂ%ﬂﬂu bok dtrong-dtrong, thi-ni Honestly — is this place ~ Casts them as the

dii jing mai worth it? expert

UanN bok tell AN dirong-dirong straight N4 thi-ni here AN dii jing really good 1?13»1 madi (question)
Txvne gz daans mai thék diao ja sia-daai I'd regret not saying hi Charming and true

laivin mai thak notsay hi W18 dizo thensoon 3% ja would  VREIANE sia-daai regret it

analsilgaua loflva khun gér mai chéi khon You're not local either,
thi-ni chai mai right?

AW khun you ﬁ gor too/also 1341‘1]’ maéi chai are not AWAH khon thi-ni local 1‘51%34 chai mdi right?



5 Keep It Going

You got the opener out — now don't let the silence land. Have one easy follow-up ready: their
name, where they're from, a soft invite. Curiosity is what keeps it alive.
THAI SOUNDS LIKE ENGLISH NOTE
soa=lsasy chie &-rai khrép What's your name?
‘Ti"r] chde name 931‘5 a-rai what AU khrap (polite, m.)
Suauuairtly bpen khon thdew-nii méi Are you from around here?
(534 bpen be i1l khon person’ AN thiswenf aroundhere Lal msi (question)
Mauazlswisa tham-ngaan &-rai res What do you do?
19U tham-ngaan work 6313 a-rai what LW9B reo isit?
B eiiie v diao mii nat mai Got plans later? Soft test for time together
Lﬁﬂ’) diao later ¥ mii have W@ nat plans 1?134 madi (question)
UARA TN wai bpai gin gaa-fae gan Coffee sometime? The light invite
13 wai sometime 1 bpai go  fiM gin have NN gaa-fae coffee AU gan together
aalaiilelviy khor Line daai méi Can | get your Line? The exchange
A® khor may | have 1aﬁ Line (your) Line vlﬂwlﬂu daai mdi can |?
2EINLADAUDN yaak jea gan iik I'd love to see you again

B8N yaak wantto LB jee meet U gan each other an ik again



You

28 Inwasy 2aqazla vy
khor-thoht khrap, khor khui ddai ddai mai
Excuse me, can | say hi?

HER

(G

déai kha

Sure.

You

fififnes anvissluu

thi-ni dii ne, maa boi mai

Nice place. Come here often?
HER

U 9

naan-naan thii

Once in a while.

YOU
du IluAununaulvs
ngan, wai bpai gin gaa-fae gan mai

Then, coffee sometime?



* One-Breath Openers

When nerves hit, short wins. Each of these is two or three words — impossible to fumble. Say
it, smile, and let their reply carry the rest.

THAI SOUNDS LIKE ENGLISH WHEN TO DROP IT

218 NSy khor-théht khrap Excuse me! The all-purpose opener

?IEII‘VI‘I:} khor-théht excuse me  ASU khrap (polite, m.)

DD INYIUD Y khor thdam noi Quick question Softens whatever comes next
U8B khor may | 0N thdam ask UBE noi a bit

Lﬁmtﬂ%zmﬁuvlwu liang khrieang-duem méi Drink? At a bar, with a smile
Lgﬂﬂ liang treat (you) Lﬂ%iaxiﬁlad khrdeang-duem a drink Vl,‘md madi (question)

A15953719 1 dtrong-ni waang méi Seat free? At a bar or café

MI93 dtrong-ni this spot AN waang free/empty 11&34 madi (question)

ﬁ‘]‘jﬁug thi-ni dii na Nice spot, yeah? A shared observation

9 thi-ni here @ dii good WE né yeah?

aglsas'aﬂ a-rai a-roi What's good? Casts them as the local expert

831“5 a-rai what B9IDE a-roi tasty/good

DELIVERY BEATS VOCABULARY

A two-word question with a relaxed smile lands better than a perfect sentence said nervously. Keep your
shoulders down and your tone light.

Thai for Social Life - Lesson 5 — Cold Approach Breakers - Walk over, say one true thing, smile. The rest takes care of
itself.



