THAI FOR SOCIAL LIFE

Out & About
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From the shop counter to buying someone a drink. Short, polite
phrases (men add a3u) for shops, restaurants and bars — order,

pay, and open a chat.
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At the Shop

The shop counter is the lowest-stakes conversation in the country — a few set phrases and a
smile do the whole thing. Nail these and you'll never freeze when the cashier rattles
something off.

THAI SOUNDS LIKE ENGLISH NOTE

a"’ufi’whvlw;-' an-ni thdo-rai How much is this? Point at the item
il an-ni thisone  WiNlWS thao-rai how much

Laqa‘"uf:ﬂ%’u ao an-ni khrap This one, please Point and nod
LD ao want/take Bvu‘ﬁ‘ an-ni this one A3 khrap (polite, m.)

maqqéﬁﬂ khor thiing didai A bag, please thling = bag
2B khor may | have €N thing bag A8 doai too/please

8RSl jaai bat daai mdi Can | pay by card?
N8 jzai pay 10T bat card  LAAN daai mai can 1?

'I,gj[,aqg!q mai ao thiing No bag, thanks
‘13»]' mai not BT ao want €N thing bag

Ejuiﬁ'ﬂﬁaﬂ Un héai noi Heat it up, please For ready meals

Eju un warm up 1A hai for (me) WL noi a bit/please

JUST POINT AND PAY

You almost never need a full sentence at a counter. Set your item down, say the short phrase, and let the
cashier guide you — a nod handles everything you didn't catch.



Ordering

Pointing plus one polite word gets you fed anywhere. You don't need the menu memorised —

“this one, please” and a finger covers most of it, and asking what's good opens an actual

chat.
THAI SOUNDS LIKE
AD9AUASY séng khon khrép

ENGLISH

Table for two

88N song two AU khon people A khrap (polite, m.)

LA a“’uﬁ' ao an-ni

L1 ao want a"’uﬁ an-ni this one

Ltugﬁqaglsﬁ nae-nam a-rai dii

WY nde-nam recommend Elzli a-rai what

D UHRNDUNY ao muuan gan

181 a0 want WWNAUNY miuan gan the same
< Al a
VI,NLNG] mai phet
H . < \ .
‘13»] mai not WG phet spicy

?]ﬂ‘lj;’]ﬂijaﬂ khor ném noi

This one, please

What do you recommend?

A dii good

The same, please

Not spicy

Water, please

28 khor may | have U1 ndm water WUBY noi please

A FINGER IS FLUENT

Point at the dish — on the menu, on the next table, on your phone — and add the polite word. Staff would

much rather you point than stay silent.

NOTE

Hold up two fingers

Point at the menu

Opens a chat

Order what they had

You'll want this one



3 Paying

Asking for the bill and paying cleanly is its own tiny social skill. Get it smooth and you walk
out looking like you've done it a hundred times — and “it's on me” is a warm little offer.
THAI SOUNDS LIKE ENGLISH NOTE
AUIEUADE gép ngern diai The bill, please The standard call
LﬁiJ gep collect K} ngern money M8 doai please
AMSUAIE khit ngern ddai Check, please Same idea
AR Knit tally up NY ngern money Y diai please
Neuanlelvy Jaai yaek daai mai Can we pay separately?
I8 jaai pay W8N ydek separately Vlc%'lwu daai mai can we?
B Eeaag diao liang eng It's on me A warm offer
Lﬁﬂ’) diao in a sec Lﬁyﬂﬁ liang treat BN eng myself
258NN a-roi maak It was delicious Always appreciated
D988 a-r0i delicious NN maak very

ADUATUASL khop-khun khrap Thank you On your way out

YBUAL khop-khun thank you AU khrap (polite, m.)

TIPPING IS LIGHT

Rounding up or leaving the small change is plenty — tipping is optional and casual. A genuine smile lands
better than the amount.



4 At the Bar

The bar is where a phrase becomes a moment. “What are you having?” and “may | buy you a

drink?” are tiny lines that can open a whole evening — say them light, smile, and let the drink

do the rest.
THAI SOUNDS LIKE ENGLISH NOTE
ﬁuagliaﬁi duuem a-rai yuu What are you drinking?  Easy opener

AN duvem drink  B2l9 a-rai what  BE you (right now)

ﬂaLgﬂqLﬂ%}aqﬁlulmwu khor liang khrGeang-duuem daai May | buy you a drink? Light and warm

mali
A khor may | GFN liang treat LASDIAN khrdeang-duuem a drink 1@1’1%34 daai mdi can I?
wdnuilv ao iik gaeo mai One more?

®1 a0 want BN ik another WA2 géeo glass 1‘”3»1 madi (question)

BULA chon géeo! Cheers! Lit. “clink glasses”

%W chon clink WA gaeo glass

NUaglny maa boi mdi Do you come here Classic, and it

Oﬂ:ent? works

N1 maa come UDY boi often 1%34 madi (question)
fFaussanas thi-ni ban-yaa-gaat dii Nice atmosphere here A shared
observation

31 thi-ni here  USIBINTA ban-yaa-gaat atmosphere # dii good

OFFER, DON'T PRESSURE

“May | buy you a drink?” lands as a light, easy offer — not a transaction. Ask, smile, and be just as happy
with a no. The relaxedness is the attractive part, not the drink.



You
fnazlsngasy
dauem a-rai yuu khrap
What are you drinking?
HER

= o
ST} P12HA
bia kha

Beer.

You
aadeaanuialalunasy

khor liang sak géeo daai mai khrap
May | buy you a drink?

HER

laez aauqu

daai kha, khop-khun

Sure, thanks.

You

guui! e lvuasy

chon géeo! maa boi mai khrap

Cheers! Do you come here often?



+ Pocket Lines

When your brain blanks, these are the words that still come out. One or two syllables each —

impossible to fumble. Keep them on the tip of your tongue.

THAI SOUNDS LIKE ENGLISH WHEN TO USE IT

é’uﬁ' an-ni’ This one Point and you're understood
DU an (thing) f'f ni this

RSB UNY mtuan gan Same for me Order what they had

WNBU mivan alike AU gan together

Winlws théo-rai How much? Works anywhere

PUKA chon géeo! Cheers! Glasses up

%Y chon clink WA géeo glass

2908 a-roi! Yum! Say it mid-bite

Lﬁ‘U [UAE gép ngern duai Check, please Flag the staff

LﬁiJ gep collect K} ngern money M8 doai please

SMALL WORDS, BIG EASE

One confident word with a smile beats a perfect sentence mumbled. These six get you through almost any
counter, table or bar — lean on them when your mind goes blank.

Thai for Social Life - Lesson 6 — Out & About - Point, pay, and offer a drink. The counter is the easiest conversation
there is.



