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Tiéng Viét V& Pém

Bui Vién to rooftop bars, the art of the cheers, and how to cold-

approach with charm — plus a one-page cheat sheet to
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01 Where the night happens

Vietnam's nightlife runs from cheap plastic-stool beer streets to glossy rooftop bars. Knowing
the vibe of each venue tells you how to behave — and which lines fit. Match your energy to

the room.

SOUNDS
LIKE

WHAT IT IS

Bui Vién booy vien Sai Gon's backpacker ~ Loud, neon, social, tourist-

walking street heavy. Easy to chat.

Ta Hién ta hien Ha Noi's beer-street Plastic stools, fresh draft,

corner shoulder-to-shoulder.

Bia hoi bee-a huh- Cheap fresh draft- Local, friendly, daytime-into-

ce beer joint evening. Very Hanoi.

Quan bar / rooftop kwan bar Cocktail & rooftop Dress up; slower, classier

conversation.
bars

Club (Lush, Atmosphere’ Envy) club District 1 nightclubs Loud, late, dance floors.
Short lines only.

CULTURAL NOTE — NORTH VS SOUTH AFTER DARK

Sai Gon stays up late and feels open and forward — strangers chat easily. Ha No6i is more reserved
and, by law, often winds down earlier; the bia hoi culture is about relaxed groups, not pickup. Read the
room: a beer street is sociable, a quiet bar invites conversation, a club is about energy more than words.

02 Drinking & the cheers

Drinking together — nhau — is how Vietnamese bond. The toast is a ritual: glasses up, count

it out, and shout. Learn the cheers and you're instantly part of the table.



VIETNAMESE SOUNDS LIKE

mot, hai, ba, yo!

Mét, hai, ba, dé!

MOt one  hai two ba three dO cheers / down it
Moét, hai, ba, vo! mot, hai, ba, vo!

Mot one hai two ba three VO cheers/in
Can ly! kan lee

Can empty /dry ly glass

Chuc strc khoe! chook suk kwe

Chuc wish  strc khoe health

Cho anh xin mét bia nira  ¢haw ahn sin mot

bia nuh
Cho give anh me

Xin please / ask for MOt one

Anh uéng tir tir thoi ahn wong tuh tuh

toy

Anh | uéng drink tir tir slowly thdi just (only)

makes the night better and keeps you sharp.

03 The cold approach

ENGLISH

One, two, three,
cheers! (South)

Same, slightly
different sound

Bottoms up! (empty
the glass)

To your health!

One more beer

please

bia beer nira more

I'll pace myself

TIP — TOAST THE TABLE, SIP YOUR OWN PACE

NOTE

The big group toast. D6 = "in/
down it."

"V6" also common; "Y&!" is the
shout.

Optional — pace yourself, no
shame in "uéng it".

Classier toast, works
anywhere.

Bia = beer; ruou ("zee-00") =
liquor.

Totally respected — clear-
headed is attractive.

Join every "mot, hai, ba, do!" with enthusiasm — that's the bonding. But you control the glass: nurse a
beer, alternate with water, and never pressure anyone (or get pressured). Being the fun, sober-enough guy

Approaching a stranger in Vietnam works best as light and warm, not intense. The slang for

itis cua (to court)and tha thinh (to "drop bait," flirt). In a loud room, smile first, keep lines

short, and let her decide the pace.



VIETNAMESE SOUNDS LIKE ENGLISH NOTE

Hi! Anh ngdi day duoc khéng? hil ahn ngoy day Hil May | sit Ask permission —
) dook khong [ instantly respectful.

Hihi anh | ngoisit day here duoc khéng may 12

On qua, anh nghe khéng ro! on kwa, ahn ngeh  It's so loud, | Shared-situation
khong zo can't hear! icebreaker in a club.

On loud qua so/too anh | nghe hear khong ro not clearly

Em nhay dep ghé! em nyai dep gay You dance Light, specific
) great! compliment on the
floor.

Em you nhay dance dep beautiful / well ghé really

Anh m&i em mét ly nhé? ahn moy em mot Can |l buy you a Offer freely; accept

lee nyeh drink? “no" with a smile.

Anh |  m&i invite/ offer em you MmOt one ly glass nhé (softener)

Ra ngoai néi chuyén cho dé nha? za ngwai noy Step outside so Only if she's clearly
chuyen chaw yay ~ we can talk? keen — somewhere

public.
nya
Ra ngoai go outside NGi chuyén talk cho dé more easily nha (softener)
Nhém em vui ghé, anh chao tinha!  7vomemvuigay,  Your group's Approach the whole
ahn chow tee nya  fun, just saying Gy = TEr(EEs
hil pressure.
1!

Nhém group  em your vui fun  ghé really anh | chao greet ti alittle nha (softener)

Do & don't Nén & khéng nén

DO DON'T

Smile, greet her group, and read the room first Don't isolate her or block her exit

Lead with a light line in Viethamese — it's charming Don't lean on being a foreigner / flash money
Offer a drink, accept a "no thanks" gracefully Don't buy drinks to create obligation

Watch for an enthusiastic, sober yes Don't escalate with anyone who's drunk



DO DON'T

Move on warmly if she's not interested Don't linger, sulk, or push after a "no"

WARN — THE NIGHT-OUT RULES

Loud, late, drinks-flowing settings need more care, not less. A "no" stays a no. Hesitation is a no. Anyone
visibly drunk is off-limits — your job there is to help them get home safe, full stop. Watch your own drink
and hers, keep things in public, and never let alcohol become the reason something happened. The
respectful guy is the memorable one.



04 One-page cheat sheet &o i

The whole night in five moves. Screenshot this, glance at it before you go out, and let the rest
flow. @ Open - @ Connect - G Flirt - @ Close - & Respect.

@D Open Mg 1oi

Chao em! chow em Hi there!

| Chao hello  em you

Anh ngéi day duoc khéng? ahn ngoy day dook khong May | sit here?

| Anh | ngobisit day here duoc khdng may 1?

Ché nay vui ghé! choh nai vui gay This place is fun!

| Chbd nay this place vui fun ghé really

@ Disarm Phabing
Tié’ng Viét clia anh con non |§m, hihi tyeng vyet kua ahn kon My Vietnamese is still
non lam, hee-hee pretty raw, hihi~

Tiéng Viét Vietnamese cllaanh my con stil  non raw / weak lam very hihi hehe

Day anh mét tir tiéng Viét di em? zay ahn mot tuh tyeng Teach me a Vietnamese
vyet dee em word?

Day teach anh me mot tlr one word tiéng Viét Vietnamese di (urging) em you

Uéng bia vé la tiéng Viét anh giéi han, haha wong bee-avolatyeng My Viethamese gets
vyet ahn zoy han, ha-ha  better after a beer, lol

Udng bia drink beer VO in 13 then tiéng Viét Vietnamese anh my gidi han gets way better

haha haha

@ Connect Két noi

Em tén gi? em ten zee What's your name?



Em you tén name gi what

Em lam nghé gi? em lam ngey zee What do you do?

Emyou lam do nghé job gi what

Hay quéa! K& anh nghe di hai kwa! keh ahn ngeh dee Cool! Tell me more

Hay interesting qué so Ké tell anh nghe me di (urging)

@ Flirt Tan tinh

Em dé thuong qua em yay tuhng kwa You're so cute

Em you dé thuong cute qua so

No6i chuyén véi em vui ghé noy chuyen voy em vui gay Talking with you is fun

Noi chuyén talking  v&i em withyou vui fun  ghé really

Em dang tha thinh anh a? ©@ em dang tha ting ahn ah Are you flirting with me?

Em you dang (now) tha thinh fliting anh me & huh? (question)

@ Close Chét

Minh két ban Zalo nhé? ming ket ban Zalo nyeh Add me on Zalo?

Minh we k&t ban become friends Zalo Zalo nhé (softener)

Pi ca phé v&i anh nhé? dee ca fe voy ahn nyeh Coffee sometime?

DPi go ca phé cofiee v&ianh with me nhé (softener)

Anh nhan em nha! ahn nyan em nya I'll text you!

Anh | nhan text/message em you nha (softener)

® Respect Tén trong

Em 6n khéng? em on khong You okay?



Em you 6n okay khéng (question)

Khéng sao em, vui nhé! khong sao em, vui nyeh No worries — have a good one!

Khong sao no worries  em you VUi have fun  nhé (softener)

Pé anh goi xe cho em nha deh ahn goy se chaw em nya Let me get you a ride home

Dé let anh me goi xe callaride cho em foryou nha (softener)

TIP — THE ONLY LINE THAT ALWAYS WORKS

Effort + sincerity beats every slick move. A foreigner fumbling warm Viethamese with a real smile, who
reads signals and takes "no" gracefully, is the most attractive thing in any room. Go have fun — kindly.
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